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Audience Prompts

• How many of you are familiar with health benefits of the HAB for children and 

families – including those with developmental differences – to be comfortable 

having conversations with clients? 

• How many of you have struggled with conversations or have had an 

uncomfortable or difficult conversation around pet behavior with a client?

• How many of you feel comfortable providing information and resources for 

clients related to training and behavior? 



Facts & Figures

• Research shows that positive training can promote sociability and 

decrease behavioral problems and increase shared activities and 

engagement.

• According to the American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA) 

Canine and Feline Behavior Management Guidelines, positively 

training puppies and kittens results in less aggression and 

fearfulness over time. 

Bennett, Pauleen Charmayne, and Vanessa Ilse Rohlf. "Owner-companion dog interactions: Relationships between demographic variables, potentially problematic 

behaviours, training engagement and shared activities." Applied Animal Behaviour Science 102.1-2 (2007): 65-84.

https://www.aaha.org/globalassets/02-guidelines/behavior-management/2015_aaha_canine_and_feline_behavior_management_guidelines_final.pdf
https://www.aaha.org/globalassets/02-guidelines/behavior-management/2015_aaha_canine_and_feline_behavior_management_guidelines_final.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0168159106000736


Facts & Figures

• Research suggests that pet owners who perceive their pets to 

display bad behavior are more likely to have a lower level of 

attachment to their pets. 

• The most common reasons identified for relinquishment included 

behavioral issues (28%). Aggression, social conflict, and soiling 

were the most common behavioral-issue reasons reported.

Serpell, J. A. (1996). Evidence for an association between pet behavior and owner attachment levels. Applied Animal Behaviour Science, 47(1-2), 49-60.

Kisley, M. A., Chung, E. J., & Levitt, H. (2024). Investigating the reasons behind companion animal relinquishment: A systematic content analysis of shelter records for 

cats and dogs, 2018–2023. Animals, 14(17), 2606.

https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/41637545/Evidence_for_an_association_between_pet_20160127-11577-y504k3-libre.pdf?1453905123=&response-content-disposition=inline%3B+filename%3DEvidence_for_an_association_between_pet.pdf&Expires=1686259472&Signature=e6fjkGi1avCBssVUbuJxzgXyYVrl1Hn6IyX0bex75yYsZyQRDG5FYOGYQ87enmBSN~5S9SqLeivnf6UWxJ-DE4D7JMs7NWToG-kIBTZ7SwJ6-zecfbje6CuyuviLGd0L1kcNZbJY3TLvA~5Bu~BlfqzE9Y9OUD0YuFu2j8cYd~BUjsQV-SeWzfUDQ35oFDuGNsuZvKL2RhEK0IyzuCrUw9SUuMy5wfJHB7EFH45uvjEP-8Ps9GVO~pcj~BYZQifh9iLkRlxhQvCwEnUnOCwX0LTWbEnbwVb7eRwXogFGouJc8fjIZ4k3H9WCj4HXcXMMd~fwO5k9qBAt1HezXN9WNw__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJLOHF5GGSLRBV4ZA


Child Health & Development 
and the Human-Animal Bond

• Children with a family pet have been found to be 

more empathetic, have higher levels of self-esteem, 

greater physical activity, than non-pet owners

• Pets in the classroom may aid the learning process by 

providing children with positive experiences, while 

increasing their knowledge of social behavior

Hart, L. A., Thigpen, A. P., Willits, N. H., Lyons, L. A., Hertz-Picciotto, I., & Hart, B. L. (2018). Affectionate interactions of cats with children having autism spectrum disorder. Frontiers in veterinary science, 5, 39. 

Daly, B., & Morton, L. L. (2006). An investigation of human-animal interactions and empathy as related to pet preference, ownership, attachment, and attitudes in children. Anthrozoös, 19(2), 113-127. 

Svensson, A.S. The impact of the animals on children’s learning and their development—A study of what children learn from and with pets: The example of dog and cat. Prob. Educ. 2014, 59, 77–85.
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Q&A
What would you like to get the panelists input on?

• Dog that has always been good with a baby snarling and growling at child now the 

child is a toddler

• Dog stealing child’s toys and showing guarding behavior

• Cat toileting inappropriately since baby's arrival

• Juvenile dog that jumps and knocks child over, nips when playing, generally 

boisterous teenage behavior which is becoming difficult for owner to manage

• Cat that has no tolerance for child and swipes at any interaction or hides when child 

is around.

• Child that is being bullied at school and has become very withdrawn; will pet 

ownership help?



Resources

• Family Paws:  Dog & Family Education

• My Pet and I (Elanco)

• Humane Colorado (offers both articles and a behavior helpline for dogs and cats)

• AVSAB.org (to find animal behavior veterinarians when needed for additional help)

• The Ohio State University Resources (particularly the “Behavior Guide for Your New 

Puppy” and the “Indoor Pet Initiative”

• Partners in Canine Socialization

• AVMA Dog Bite Prevention Brochure

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.familypaws.com_&d=DwMF3g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=l2MnV2UAxHzSFYLjD3WmurzSctPNwtgfY4vMoL7BcvE&m=LX_gfsKOUNTmgPWXSGb8LWZiPqxx2vVviCjah-xcKo17kgytR0GMAquTyrvh2rUz&s=kc10rt8YM6YCD34h7DO_URS8gs58zNroTxqFZMJ-Ii0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__mypetandi.elanco.com_au&d=DwMF3g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=l2MnV2UAxHzSFYLjD3WmurzSctPNwtgfY4vMoL7BcvE&m=LX_gfsKOUNTmgPWXSGb8LWZiPqxx2vVviCjah-xcKo17kgytR0GMAquTyrvh2rUz&s=1FHrYP_CE5nIxCsF9MM9hGiOJLZ9gQy2RcOZ2nYsmwk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__humanecolorado.org_resources_&d=DwMF3g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=l2MnV2UAxHzSFYLjD3WmurzSctPNwtgfY4vMoL7BcvE&m=LX_gfsKOUNTmgPWXSGb8LWZiPqxx2vVviCjah-xcKo17kgytR0GMAquTyrvh2rUz&s=jUPAcy2u8XvjprCHYA8cT3zeY1LBGNrXIVjW267s47U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__avsab.org_resources_&d=DwMF3g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=l2MnV2UAxHzSFYLjD3WmurzSctPNwtgfY4vMoL7BcvE&m=LX_gfsKOUNTmgPWXSGb8LWZiPqxx2vVviCjah-xcKo17kgytR0GMAquTyrvh2rUz&s=XHNybo4ZlWrLfMiYg7QZCl0aUdWxweVgIUBa0sUlLdM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__vmc.vet.osu.edu_resources&d=DwMF3g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=l2MnV2UAxHzSFYLjD3WmurzSctPNwtgfY4vMoL7BcvE&m=LX_gfsKOUNTmgPWXSGb8LWZiPqxx2vVviCjah-xcKo17kgytR0GMAquTyrvh2rUz&s=1M4kg4-V6JsUrWGPRORlUs6CMeOowQk3Umdo_RMxBfE&e=
https://www.partnersincanineme.com/socialization
https://ebusiness.avma.org/Files/ProductDownloads/mcm-client-brochures-21-dog-bite-prevention.pdf


CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE

This panel was assembled by IDEXX and HABRI. IDEXX is a supporter of 
HABRI's research and educational activities.





Appendix











































SOCIALIZATION


















	Slide 1
	Slide 2: When Pet Parents Become Human Parents
	Slide 3: Meet the Panelists
	Slide 4: Audience Prompts
	Slide 5: Facts & Figures
	Slide 6: Facts & Figures
	Slide 7: Child Health & Development  and the Human-Animal Bond
	Slide 8: Meet the Panelists
	Slide 9: Q&A What would you like to get the panelists input on?
	Slide 10: Resources
	Slide 11: CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Appendix
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42

